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Purpose:

The Kid' s Konnection @ AFC provides aloving, nurturing and Christian atmosphere
For children 6 weeks thru four years old (PreKindergarten). Our Child Careislicensed
by the Texas Department of Family and Regulatory Services. Kid' s Konnection
welcomes families of all racial, ethnic and religious backgrounds.

Philosophy:

The educational program is based on sound principles of child development. Our goals
are to give children a sense of self worth by helping them develop at their own individual
pace while learning basic skills. We want the children to feel confident and secure
enough to explore and grow in a stimulating educational, spiritual and social
environment.

We are committed to promoting and supporting all aspects of a child’s growth in an
atmosphere of respect. Your child isan individual who is an integra member of a group,
and whose uniqueness is acknowledged and appreciated by that group. Because of our
Christian predominance, we feel that part of their growth would include their spiritual
development. Thiswill be accomplished through teaching them to pray. Children
participate in avariety of individual and group activities designed to develop language
and reading readiness skills enhancing physical, social, emotional and intellectual
growth, skills and attitudes which will increase their ability to succeed in school.

The development and training of staff is a continuous process, which includes attending

workshops, listening to guest speakers and frequent discussion. The staff is encouraged
to visit other programs and to take classes related to child devel opment.

Mission Statement:

Kid’'s Konnection mission isto provide a healthy, safe environment in a traditional
Christian setting. Asan extension of the child' s family we will create an environment
where the child will develop mentally, emotionally, physically and spiritually. We
realize that each child is special and will receive |love molded in awarm nurturing
atmosphere.

Enrollment:

*Preference will be given to children needing Full-time child care. Thisisto ensure that
we have the proper number of staff to adequately care for the children. There will be
limited availability for children wishing to attend on M-W-F or T-Th. Part -time
children may be bumped if a potential full-time customer desires a spot.



*Enrollment forms may be picked up in the facility’ s office from the Director or
Assistant.

*Upon completion and return of the forms with the child’ s updated shot record, aDr’'s
release, a $50.00 enrollment fee and the appropriate supply fee the child will be enrolled.

*Kid's Konnection welcomes ALL children. We do not discriminate due to race, color,
sex, religion, or national origin.

* Parents need to provide the Director and Teacher with valuable information concerning
their child to provide the best care possible.

*We require all parents to provide a current shot record and a Healthy statement for
children that are enrolling.

*Kid’ s Konnection will notify parentsimmediately after a child:

1. Isinjured and the injury requires medical attention by a health care professional.

2. Hasasign or symptom requiring exclusion from Center.

3. Hasbeeninvolved in asituation that places achild at risk.

4. Hasbeeinvolved in any situation that renders the Center unsafe, such as afire, flood
or damage from severe weather.

*Kid's Konnection staff will notify parents of |ess serious injuries when the parent

picks up the child. Less seriousinjuriesinclude but are not limited to minor cuts,
scratches, bumps or bruises that require First Aid treatment.

Hour s of Oper ation:

Kid's Konnection will be opened from 6:30 am. until 6:00 p.m. with the exception of
designated holidays. Parentsof children remaining at the facility past the closing
timearerequired to pay a latefee at arate of $2.50 for 6:01 —6:05 and $1.00 per
minute thereafter per child. These fees are payable to the Child Care.

Holidays:

Kid s Konnection closes on 8 holidays ayear. Weekly fees are not pro-rated during
holiday weeks. These days are subject to change yearly due to holidays falling on
weekends. We are normally closed on the following holidays.

New Year's Day

Memoria Day

Independence Day

Labor Day

Thanksgiving Day & the day after (Thursday and Friday)

Christmas Day & the day before (Christmas Eve and Christmas Day)



*The Center closes at 3:30 the day before closing for Thanksgiving and Christmas
holidays.

Payments:

* Each parent is responsible for paying weekly for your child’s enrollment. Payment
isdue by 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday morning. Any payment received after 9:00
a.m. on Wednesday morning will result in a $25.00 late char ge.

*No accounts may become mor e than two weeks past due. Children whose fees
have become delinquent two weeks will not be allowed to attend the facility until the
account ispaid in full.

* Payments will be rendered whether your child is here or not dueto illness or
holidays.

* A fee of $30 will be added to all returned checks. On a second returned check, we
will charge $30 and take only a cash payment.

Dischar ge Policy:

Center Termination:
Our policy isto provide aloving, Christian, home-like atmosphere for al children
enrolled at the facility. To do this, it may become necessary for the facility to discharge a
child for any of the following reasons:
The needs of the child cannot be met by the Center.
Parents are uncooperative such as, but not limited to:
Failureto pay fees
Failure to submit required health forms
Failure to observe rules of the facility relating to arrival and departure
Of children and payment schedules
Failureto givefull disclosure, prior to enrollment, of any special
Condition regarding the child
Behavior of child isdetrimental to the other children or staff of the Center

Parent Termination
A two week written notice is required prior to withdrawing your child from the Center.
If atwo week noticeisnot given, the account will be charged for two weeks.

Mutual Decision:
If both the Director and the parents agree that the facility isinappropriate for the child,
any credit balance will be refunded to the parent.




Health Policies:

*A child will be sent home if his/her temperature is 100.4 or higher, if the child has
excessive diarrhea, is vomiting, or if we feel that the child has something that is
contagious. The child will not be allowed back in care until free from fever or symptoms
for 24 hours (without medication) or with a Doctor’ s note stating that they are free of
communicable disease.

*The illness prevents the child from participating comfortably in the program activities
including outside play.

*|lIness results in greater need for care than the caregivers can provide without
compromising the health, safety and supervision of the other children in care.

*Kid's Konnection provides a hearing and vision screening for four and five year olds at
no cost to the parent.

* At this time the State does not require Child Care facilitiesto require a TB test. Inthe
event of this changing, we will notify the parents in writing.

M edication:

* Any medications brought by parents for their children must:
be in the original container
be labeled with the child’s name
be labeled with the date (if prescription medicine)
include directions to administer the medication that is prescribed and
includes the name of the Physician prescribing the medication

*Par ents must fill out a medication form and giveit along with the medicineto the
Child Care office or the medication will not be given.

Snacks and Nutrition:

The Kid's Konnection does not provide a noon meal for the children. It isthe parent’s
responsibility to bring alunch with the drink for their child. Please make sure to send a
cold pack in your child’s lunch to keep it fresh and cold until lunchtime. Please be sure
your child’s nameison their box or bag. Parents must understand that the Kid's
Konnection is not responsible for their child' s nutritional value or daily food needs
during the noon meal. Kid’'s Konnection does however provide a morning and afternoon
snack for all children. All snacks are served in adequate varieties and amounts to ensure
the proper nutritional guidelines. A copy of the snack menu is posted on the parent
bulletin board located in the hall near the Child Care office. *If your child needs a



special diet, there must be written approval from a physician. Anything that the childcare
can not provide will need to be provided by the parent.

*If achild has any food allergies, the facility must be notified in writing by the child’s
physician, including the symptoms resulting from the allergy as well as remedies and
precautions to be taken.

* Any recurring eating problems will be discussed with the child’ s parents.

Discipline:

*We provide an environment where discipline occurs naturally through a combination of
support, encouragement and limit setting.

*Kid's Konnection uses positive methods of discipline and guidance that encourage self-
esteem, self-control, and self-direction which include at least the following:

1.) Using praise and encouragement of good behavior instead of focusing only upon
unacceptable behavior.

2.) Reminding a child of behavior expectations daily by using clear, positive statements.
3.) Redirecting behavior using positive statements: and

4.) Using brief supervised separation or time out from the group, when appropriate for the
child’ s age and devel opment, which is limited to no more than one minute per year of the
child’ s age.

5.) Kid’'s Konnection does not tolerate a child hitting ateacher or other students. In this
situation, a parent (or emergency contact person if the parents cannot be reached) will be
notified to pick up the child for the remainder of the day. If the behavior continues, itis
the Director’ s decision to dismiss the child from attendance permanently.

General I nfor mation:

Rel ease Statement:
*We will not release any child to anyone other than the child’s parents unless they are on
the authorized pick up list on the enrollment form.

*Either parent may pick up achild. If thereisanon-custodial parent/guardian who
should not be allowed to pick up achild, acopy of the court documents must be in the
child’sfile. Without such documents, the facility cannot prevent the non-custodial
parent/guardian from taking the child from the center.

* Please notify the Director if someone other than the parent will be picking up your child
(ren). That person must bring a pictureID to the child care office before they may
pick up your child.

*A child cannot be released to anyone who appears to be under the influence of drugs or
acohoal.



*A child may not be released to a sibling, an adult must pick up and sign them out.

*The Kid's Konnection may offer field trips for children 4 and up. When afield tripis
planned, we will send out notes in the children’s cubbies and post a note on the front door
with the following information 48 hours in advance;

1) Agegroup going onthetrip

2.) Wherethey are going

3.) Time of departure and arrival

*The Kid's Konnection does not provide transportation from schools to the child care
facility at thistime.

*The Kid’'s Konnection may provide the following water activities during the summer:
Sprinkler and water slides

We will give adequate notice of any water play and require al children to bring
sunscreen.

*We do not allow any animals (including pets) on the premises unless we notify the
parentsin advance. There may be an instance in a class adopting a“ class pet” or a
special day when the “Pets’ are blessed. In that case we will send a note to all parents
well in advance. Please do not bring your family pet into the building.

Car Seats:

*|nfants and Toddlers must travel in appropriate car seats that are belted in. If we seea
problem with this policy, the authorities will be notified.

*When arriving at the facility, all children must be taken into the building and |eft
with ateacher. When achild is picked up, the parent or authorized person must come
into the building, sign the child out and be sure that the teacher knows the child is
leaving.

Daily Sign In and Out:

*A daily sign“in” and “out” sheet for each classis located at the reception desk by the
Center’sdoor. Parents must sign their children in and out daily. This helps us keep
accurate attendance and is required by the Texas Dept. of Family and Protective Services.
Also, in an emergency, we will have the children’ s names and a tel ephone number where
someone can be reached each day.



Pick Up Time:

*Please be sure to check your child’'s cubbies each day for messages and your child's
classwork.

*Children that are left in the facility past 6:00 p.m. will be charged extra at arate of $2.50

per child for 6:01 — 6:05 and $1.00 per minute per child thereafter. These feeswill be
payable to the Kid's Konnection.

Per sonal Belongings:

*Please be sure to mark EVERY THING your child brings to child care with his/her
name on it. Each child needsto bring an extra pair of clothes (underwear, shirt,
shortg/pants, and socks) in alarge zip lock bag.

*No candy, gum or other food is to be brought into the center except party refreshments
and your child’'s lunch.

*No toys, books, videos, or other personal belongings are to be brought to the center
except on specia occasions.

*The center will not be responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged possessions.

Parent Responsibilities:

*Each parent is responsible for bringing diapers or pull-upsif your child still wears them.
We may ask that you bring wipes or tissue for your child’s room on occasion.

* Each parent is responsible for bringing their child(ren)’s lunch with a cool pack inside to
keep it fresh.

*All parents are responsible for taking your child' s blanket, sheet and pillow home each
Friday evening to be washed. Y ou can find these itemsin your child's cubbie.

*|f achild is going to be absent, please notify the center by 9:00 a.m.

*Please bring your child to child care by 9:00 a.m. If you intend to bring your child
later than usual, please notify the Director or Assistant and let her know when your child
will arrive. Thisisto insure we have the proper amount of staff present at the center at
al times. Children that are brought late miss out on daily activities and tend to disrupt
other children during nap.



Bad Weather:

*In case of severe winter storms, watch your local TV station. Decisions will be based
on the safety of the children, parents, and staff. Generally, if AISD closes dueto
weather, so will we. In the event that we do not agree with A1SD on their decision,
watch the local TV station for closure information.

*Due to snow or ice, we may aso find that we may need to make the decision of closing
the center early due to bad weather. In this case, each child' s parent or emergency
contact will be called to pick up their child.

*|f a severe storm does occur and warnings are posted, we would appreciate you picking
up your child as soon as possible. We also ask you to remain calm to prevent alarming
any of the children.

*We practice fire drills monthly and tornado drills every six months. During tornado
Season we practice tornado drills more often.

Evacuation Plan:

*For fire evacuation we would evacuate to the South east corner of our parking area.

*|n case of a hazardous waste or chemical spill, we would notify AISD and they would
evacuate us to a safe place.

Par ent | nvolvement:

*Kid's Konnection welcomes your ideas, concerns, comments, suggestions and
participation. Y our participation isimportant to the facility because it makes us partners
in the education of your child. We want to work with you to provide learning
opportunities which match your child’s won pace and personality.

*The Director and Assistant are here to discuss any problems or suggestions with all
parents.

*Kid's Konnection has a Parent/Teacher group that meets quarterly to discuss different
topics related to Kid's Konnection. We welcome and encourage all parents to become
involved in this support group.

*Kid' s Konnection is required by the State to provide a copy of the Minimum Standards.
| tislocated in the Director’s office. We are also required to present their “Discipline
and Guidance Policy” and it must be signed by employees and parents. It is attached to
this Parent Handbook.



*1f for any reason you need to call Childcare Licensing you can reach them at 817-321-
8604 or www.tdfps.state.tx/child care.

We have received and read the Kid’ s Konnection Parent handbook. We agree to comply
with al policies set forth by the Kid's Konnection.

Mother’s Signature Date

Father’s Signature Date

Director’s Signature Date


http://www.tdfps.state.tx/child_care

